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Hugh D. Spitzer, Chair

Affordable Housing Advisory Board
1111 Third Avenue, Suite 3400
Seattle, WA 98101

Re:  Task Force on Growth Management Act (GMA) and Affordable Housing
Dear M?[ itged

[ recently received the enclosed letter from Washington Realtors that was also addressed to
Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown and House Speaker Frank Chopp. In that letter, the Realtors
emphasize the need to maintain an adequate supply of affordable housing through better
implementation of the Growth Management Act.

One of the Realtors’ suggestions is to convene a work group to develop recommendations on
increasing housing supply within Washington State. This is an excellent idea. I believe that,
because of its statutory role as an entity representing the broad spectrum of members of the
housing industry, the Affordable Housing Advisory Board (AHAB) is the appropriate body to
sponsor such a work group. Consequently, I would appreciate it if you would convene an AHAB
task force on GMA and housing, involving representatives of AHAB, the Realtors, the
residential construction industry, cities, counties, and other groups that are vitally interested in
expanding the supply of affordable housing through better implementation of the GMA,
including the provision of more tools and incentives.

Among the topics that such a work group could review are:

* The allocation of infrastructure costs for new housing, including the share of costs
imbedded in the price of new housing units versus the share paid by the community at
large. The consideration of infrastructure ¢osts should also include discussion of impact
fees and concurrency.

¢ Mechanisms for encouraging communities|to meet their GMA housing goals, including
those communities’ commitments to density. This discussion could include ways in
which the state might focus public works resources on those communities that are
working effectively to meet those housing goals.
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It would be very helpful for this work group to pr
Legislative Session. I recognize that this is a tigh
willingness to assist us in reviewing these critical

Sincerely,
Chris Gregoire

Governor

Enclosure

CC:

Discussion of mechanisms to make zoning and building requirements more efficient and

flexible while preserving the full range of

safety and environmental protections.

Ideas on how communities might be able to ensure that there is sufficient capacity to
accommodate projected population growth when necessary regulations reduce the supply.
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Terry Sullivan

President

Washington REALTORS®

504 14™ Avenue S.E., Suite #200
Olympia, WA 98501

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of the Washin
Washington.

We agree that affordable homes are a necessary ir
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The Legislature created the state’s Affordable Hg
1993 specifically to analyze solutions and progra
housing and to provide recommendations to the (
AHAB should be the appropriate entity to consid
Please see the enclosed letter to Hugh Spitzer, Al
work group to consider how Growth Managemen
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In order to stem growing problems in this area, w
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